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with the French, and they could therefore be employed only as patrols and videttes. The preparations were all finished on the 18th January, and with the first fair wind the armament sailed on the 2nd February. The causes I have stated, not those imputed with so much illiberality by General Regnier, are those which retarded the expedition. Indeed, when everything is considered, it is rather a matter of surprise that it was ready so soon. Sir Ralph's measures were taken with judgment and foresight, and his purpose pursued with a degree of temper and perseverance which seldom has been equalled. The moment the preparation was completed the armament left Marmaras. Sir Ralph depended solely upon the British force he took with him. He could place no reliance in any co-operation with the Vizier. The officers he had sent to that army had reported its advance as problematical, and at any rate its composition as so despicable as to render any assistance it could offer as very trifling. The Captain Pacha, with his reinforcement, was still at Constantinople, and at that time no information had reached us of an intended co-operation from the Red Sea.
A French general may be excused for ignorance of what retards maritime expeditions, and still more of the causes of delay to which British expeditions are exposed.
From this point the notes are only continued in fragments, but I give them as they stand, because of their general application to many parts of Moore's career; evidently he had intended to make the notes much more complete.
There are other causes of delay and difficulty to which British generals are subject of which the French have no experience, and for which it is not surprising if they make no allowance. The military expeditions of France have, during this war, been planned by military men, frequently by the very generals who were to execute them, who knew and took care to provide whatever was necessary. The the artillery, and practised in drafts. The rest, with such as were purchased in the neighbourhood, amounting to about 400, were distributed among the cavalry, but cavalry so badly mounted, and upon horses not trained, could not copee
